The Good Shepherd
Psalm 23, John 10:11-16
(for FPC Early Preschool Chapel Time)
Leader Note: Before opening the Parable box, review last week’s story. Jesus called
twelve helpers to follow him and learn from him. Jesus taught his disciples. One
way he taught was by telling special stories called parables.
Put the Good Shepherd box down in front of you and look at it. Take a moment of
silence and center yourself. Touch the box gently, with wonder. And say:
I wonder if this is a parable. Hmm. It might be. Parables are very precious, like
gold, and this box is gold.
Gently run your hand over the lid.
This looks like a present.
Lift the box and admire it like a present.
Well, parables are like presents. They have already been given to us. We can’t
buy them, or take them or steal them. They are already ours. …There’s another
reason why this might be a parable. It has a lid.
Trace the lid of the box with your fingers.
And sometimes parables seem to have lids on them. But when you lift the lid of a
parable there is something very precious inside…I know! Let’s take of the lid and
see if this is a parable
Life the lid and peek inside. Put the lid back on and move the box to your side. Then
open the lid just enough to take out the materials but not enough for the children to see
inside. Take out the green underlay with wonder and say:
I wonder what this could be?
Begin smoothing out the underlay and say:
It’s so green. It’s so soft and warm. I wonder what could be so green?
As the children respond, incorporate their responses into the story (don’t discuss them.)
For example:
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…so they can come safely home to the sheepfold.”
Close the gate. Pause. Sit back.
Begin wondering with the children.
I wonder if the sheep have names…
I wonder if the sheep are happy in this place…
Trace the sheepfold with your fingers.
I wonder how many sheep really could live in this place…
I wonder if you have ever had to go through places of danger…
I wonder how the sheep feel with the Good Shepherd…
I wonder how the good shepherd feels about the sheep…
Trace the sheepfold with your fingers
I wonder where this place might really be…
Trace the outline of the whole underlay
I wonder where this whole place might really be…
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