
Have a Great Day!  
The story of Jesus and   
Zacchaeus 
Luke 19: 1-10 
 

This is a story from God’s book, the Bible. 
 
Most days were not great days for Zacchaeus. Most days were pretty bad! 
You see, Zacchaeus had a job that made everyone hate him. 
 I wonder what kind of day Zacchaeus is having today?  
 
Yes! It looks like another bad day! 
“Zacchaeus, every day you take our money for the king. But you take too 
much. We think you keep too much for yourself!” the people grumbled. 
“That’s wrong.”  
 
Then someone shouted, “Jesus is coming!” and everyone ran to see him. 
Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus too. But today was a really bad day- Zac-
chaeus was just too short to see over everyone else.  
 
But Zacchaeus didn’t give up. He ran ahead and climbed a tree. Zacchaeus 
watched as the crowd of people came closer and closer.  
 
When the crowd got to the tree, Jesus stopped. He looked up, straight at 
Zacchaeus. “Zacchaeus, come down! I want to go to your house today!” 
Jesus said.  
 
“Jesus, I want to give back all the money I took from people. From now on I 
just want to be kind to everyone,” said Zacchaeus. 
 
“Your life has been changed today, Zacchaeus!” said Jesus. And he smiled 
at Zacchaeus. “This is a great day, Zacchaeus!” 
 
I wonder if you know that Jesus always loves you… 
 
 

This story is from the God Loves Me series of Bible storybooks for young 
children, 1998 CRC Publications 

Zacchaeus 

 

(Motions are in parenthesis) 

 

 

Zacchaeus was a wee little man, a wee little man was he, (hand in front 
of your right palm raised above left palm as in measuring.) 

 

He climbed up in a sycamore tree. (alternate hands as if climbing) 

 

For the Lord he wanted to see; (shade eyes, look down)  

 

And as the Savior passed that way, (sing arms as in walking) 

 

He looked up in the tree, (shade eyes and look up) 

 

(spoken) And he said: “Zacchaeus, you come down, (beckon with 
hand.) 

 

(sung) For I’m going to your house today. (Clap hands in rhythm.) 

 

For I’m going to your house today. (Clap hands in rhythm.) 

 

 


