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For the Home
Older Elementary

May 17, 2015

Choosing Matthias
Acts 1:12–14, 20–26 Main Idea

God chose a disciple to replace Judas and 
become an apostle.

Something to Remember
“One of these must become a witness with 
us to his resurrection.”
 —Acts 1:22

Catechism Question
Question 28. How do we know that Jesus  

is Lord?
After he died and was raised from the dead, 
he appeared to his disciples, both women 
and men. He revealed himself to them as our 
living Lord and Savior. Through the Bible, he 
continues to reveal himself to us today.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . 
 . . . we talked about the twelve 
disciples and learned how 

Matthias was chosen to replace Judas and became 
an apostle. We prayed for one another in class and 
talked about the way the disciples gathered to pray 
quiet often. We noted the two times in our story 
today that the disciples sought God’s guidance and 
wisdom in carrying out the task of choosing a new 
disciple to replace Judas. We specifically prayed for 
a situation we are facing by writing it on the palm of 
our “praying hands.” 

Talk with your child about . . . 
. . . what it means to be a disciple of Christ. Discuss 
the differences between a disciple and an apostle. 
Encourage your child and family members to 
grow in discipleship and love for God through 
acknowledgment of what God has already done,  
is doing, and will continue to do in your lives. 
 

Praying Hands
Ask your child to show you his or her “praying 
hands.” Invite your child to share with you what 
the hands mean and how they were used in class. 
Share what you might have put on a hand if you had 
made a set in class. Consider making several sets of 
praying hands for home use by tracing the hands on 
paper or card stock and cutting them out. Use it as a 
tangible way of building trust and practicing turning 
over all things to God in prayer. Begin a discussion 
about the importance of giving our prayers and trust 
to God in all situations. Use examples from today’s 
lesson to begin a discussion about how important it 
is to seek God’s guidance and wisdom before and 
during a time of decision-making. Pray together, 
asking God to bless you with wisdom and guidance.
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