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For the Home
Older Elementary

Jesus Gives Peter a Job to Do
John 21:15–19

May 3, 2015

Main Idea
Jesus told Peter to care for Jesus’ people.

Something to Remember
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
[Simon] said to [Jesus], “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my 
sheep.” 
 —John 21:16

Catechism Question
Question 28. How do we know that Jesus  

is Lord?
After he died and was raised from the dead, 
he appeared to his disciples, both women 
and men. He revealed himself to them as our 
living Lord and Savior. Through the Bible, he 
continues to reveal himself to us today.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . . 
 . . . we wondered together 
what Jesus meant when he told 

Peter to tend his sheep. We thought about the kinds 
of things that people need. We thought about ways 
that we can help other people in our daily lives, and 
about the ways our church serves people in need 
around us and around the world. As followers of 
Jesus, we are called to love and help everyone, just 
as Jesus does. Your child may have learned this 
lesson through a game, a meal, or a worksheet. Ask 
your child what he or she liked the best.

Talk with your child about . . . 
 . . . the ways that Jesus has called you to tend his 
sheep. It may be something you do at work or at 
church or in the community. Your child may be 
unaware of the things that you feel called to do as 
a follower of Jesus. Share with your child the way 
your faith helps you to make decisions about how 
you spend your time, your money, and your energy. 
Ask your child if he or she can think of ways to help 
people in your neighborhood or at school. Has he or 
she they noticed a child who is picked on or left out? 
Is there someone who needs help with schoolwork? 
Is there someone who might like to come to Sunday 
school with your child? Help your child think of 
ways to put his or her faith into action. 

Read the Bible
Your child has been practicing finding Gospels in 
the Bible. Sit down together with the Bible and 
look up today’s Scripture. Ask your child if he or 
she remembers the difference between the Old and 
New Testaments. Ask your child if he or she knows 
what a Gospel is. You may need to explain that the 
Gospels are the four books in the Bible that tell us 
the stories of Jesus’ life. Explain that they are called 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Help your child 
find the book of John and read the Scripture passage 
together.

Tend His Sheep!
Look for an opportunity to do a service project 
together as a family. If there is a collection for a 
food pantry being taken in your community, go 
shopping together. Give your child the money and 
let him or her decide what food to donate. If there 
is no organized collection taking place, choose an 
organization, such as Heifer International through 
which you can buy baby animals, seeds, or other 
basic needs for people far away. It makes children 
very happy when they discover that they can send a 
baby chicken to a family that needs the eggs it will 
someday lay. Look through the catalog together and 
make a commitment to help. If your child has an 
allowance, teach them about tithing. They can set 
10% aside each week and save for something from 
the catalog.
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