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For the Home
Younger Elementary

Hosanna!
John 12:12–16

March 29, 2015

Main Idea
Jesus entered Jerusalem, and the crowds 
praised him.

Something to Remember
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord—the King of Israel!”
 —John 12:13

Catechism Question
Question 27. How did Jesus Christ prove  

to be our Savior?
He sacrificed his life for us by dying on the 
cross. He showed his victory over death by 
rising from the dead. He removed our guilt 
and gave us new, unending life with God.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . .
. . . we explored the story of 
Jesus entering Jerusalem, when 

the crowd waved palm branches and shouted, 
“Hosanna!” It was the beginning of the last week 
of Jesus’ life. We remembered how the week began 
with a happy parade, and recalled what happened 
later in the week when Jesus died on the cross. 
We look forward to Easter Sunday when we will 
celebrate his resurrection!

Talk with your child about . . . 
 . . . how your family can move together through all 
of the events of Holy Week. We do a real disservice 
to our children if we let them experience only the 
joy of Palm Sunday and the joy of Easter, without 
the sadness of what happens in between. Easter joy 
comes out of the despair of Good Friday. If your 
church has services for families this week, make 
plans to attend together. You may also observe a 
special week together at home with some of the 
following ideas.

Holy Week Decorations
We decorate our homes for Christmas, why not for 
Holy Week? Instead of a Christmas nativity scene, 
work with your child to set up an Easter scene. 

Make simple backgrounds and use small toy figures 
to represent Jesus and the disciples. Let your child 
move the figures each day. 

Holy Week Calendar
Your child may have brought home a Holy Week 
calendar with suggestions for simple readings, 
activities, and prayers for each day this week. Make 
a point to work on this calendar together. If the 
calendar did not make it home, see the ideas below, 
and create your own:

Session 5

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Friday Saturday Sunday

Jesus taught about God.
Read  

Matthew 22:36–39.
Write or draw one thing Jesus 

has taught you.
Pray for your teachers.

Jesus served.
Read  

John 13:3–15.
Wash someone’s feet!
Pray for someone who has 

served you today.

Jesus prayed.
Read  

Mark 14:32– 40.
Draw a place where you like  

to pray.
Go there and pray for your 

family.

Jesus shared a meal.
Read  

Matthew 26:26–28.
Have a snack of bread and juice, 

and remember Jesus.
Pray for your church.

Jesus died on the cross.
Read  

Luke 23:26–49.
Draw a picture of a cross. What 

colors will you use to show 
how you feel about this 
story?

Pray for someone who is sad.

Jesus’ body was in the tomb.
Read  

Mark 15:42– 47.
Go outside and find a stone. 

Hold it and imagine a big 
stone closing up Jesus’ tomb.

Pray for yourself.

Jesus is alive!
Read  

Luke 24:1–12
Draw how Easter makes you 

feel!
Rejoice and celebrate today!


