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For the Home
Younger Elementary

Main Idea
Jesus said that he is the good shepherd who 
laid down his life for the sheep.

Something to Remember
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep.”
 —John 10:11

Catechism Question
Question 25. What was Jesus like?
When Jesus spoke, he spoke with God’s 
authority. When he acted, he acted with 
God’s power. The people were amazed. He 
was also gentle and loving. He cared for us 
in all our needs as a shepherd cares for the 
sheep.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

Jesus Says, “I Am the Good Shepherd.”
John 10:11–16

March 8, 2015

In class today . . .
. . . we learned that Jesus said, 
“I am the Good Shepherd.” He 

contrasted a good shepherd with a hired hand. The 
hired hand doesn’t care about the sheep, and runs 
away when danger comes, leaving the sheep alone. 
The good shepherd, however, will lay down his own 
life for the sheep. 

Talk with your child about . . . 
 . . . how being a shepherd is a little like taking care 
of a pet. If your child has a pet, discuss how he or 
she cares for the pet and watches out for it. Talk 
about how Jesus as the Good Shepherd would never 
forget to feed the sheep, and would never be afraid 
in any situation. How do you understand yourself to 
be protected by Jesus? How does Jesus watch over 
your child? 

Cotton-Ball Sheep Fun
Play a couple of games with cotton balls while you 
talk about what your child learned about Jesus as the 
Good Shepherd. 

At one end of a table, set up a “sheep pen” and 
“gate,” using blocks or books. Place a cotton ball at 
the other end of the table. Have your child try to get 
the cotton-ball sheep into the sheep pen, through 
the gate, without touching the sheep with any body 
part except his or her nose. Blowing on the sheep is 
allowed. Make a whole flock of sheep for your child 
to round up. Then you take a turn!

Place a circle on the floor to be a sheep pen. Use a 
hula hoop, or masking tape, or a basket to make 
the circle. Step back from the circle. Give your child 
a handful of cotton-ball “sheep” to throw into the 
circle. Once he or she gets all the sheep in the pen 
from that distance, have your child back up and try 
again. How far back can your child go before he or 
she needs the Good Shepherd to help round up those 
wayward sheep?

Shepherd’s Staff Treats
Whip up a tasty treat shaped like a shepherd’s staff 
for a snack. For each treat, you will need:

•	 ½ of a peeled banana, cut crosswise 
•	 Craft stick
•	 Chocolate shell topping or melted chocolate
•	 Chopped nuts (optional)
•	 Canned whipped cream or vanilla frosting 

(optional)
•	 2 raisins or small candies (optional)

Place the banana half on a craft stick and put it in 
the freezer. When the banana is frozen, dip it in 
chocolate, and then roll it in nuts if desired. If you 
used shell topping, allow the topping to harden. 
Refreeze the banana if you used melted chocolate. 
Enjoy!
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