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For the Home
Older Elementary

Hosanna!
John 12:12–16

March 29, 2015

Main Idea
Jesus entered Jerusalem, and the crowds 
praised him.

Something to Remember
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord—the King of Israel!”
 —John 12:13

Catechism Question
Question 27. How did Jesus Christ prove  

to be our Savior?
He sacrificed his life for us by dying on the 
cross. He showed his victory over death by 
rising from the dead. He removed our guilt 
and gave us new, unending life with God.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . . 
 . . . we explored the story of 
Jesus entering Jerusalem as the 

crowd cried “Hosanna!” and praised him as a king. 
We reenact and remember this story in worship 
every Palm Sunday at the beginning of Holy Week. 
Before the end of the week, the crowd that cried, 
“Hosanna, save us!” will be crying, “Crucify him!” 
and Jesus will have died on the cross.

Talk with your child about . . . 
 . . . ways that your family can make the journey 
through Holy Week together. Today is a great start: 
praising Jesus and celebrating with a palm parade. 
If there are other services at your church this week 
(Maundy Thursday or Good Friday, for instance), 
make plans to attend one or more together. If all you 
can manage is Easter Sunday (and please do!), plan 
to remember the low points of the week as a family 
at home, before rejoining your church family for the 
high point of Easter. 

Holy Week Family Ideas
Consider one or more of the following ideas to do as 
a family this week:

1. Make a Holy Week table decoration. Gather items 
with your child that can represent the events of 
Holy Week. Some possibilities might be: palm 
leaves (Palm Sunday), towel (washing feet), 
stalk of wheat or bunch of grapes (Last Supper/
Communion), coins (Judas’s betrayal), thorny vines 
(crown of thorns), and a cross. Arrange the items as 
a centerpiece, or add one per night while you read 
the accompanying sections from the Passion story 
in one of the Gospels.

2. Bake hot cross buns together. Find a recipe on the 
Internet and use the time while they are baking to 
read the story of the crucifixion and death of Jesus.

3. Dye Easter eggs together. Decorate some with 
symbols from the stories of Holy Week, as 
described above. Use a crayon to draw the symbol 
before dipping the eggs in dye. Talk about Holy 
Week together while you work.

Paper Crosses
Learn to make paper crosses together. Make several 
and decorate with them this week.

1. Take an 8 ½" x 11" piece of paper, and fold up the 
lower left corner diagonally until it meets the side 
of the paper. Crease the fold, and keep it folded.

2. Fold up the bottom right corner until it meets the 
left folded corner. Crease the fold and keep  
it folded.

3. Fold up the bottom triangle piece at the place 
where the other folds end.

4. Flip over the paper sideways.
5. Fold the left half over to meet the right side. 

Crease and keep folded.
6. Starting about 1 inch from the fold, tear straight 

down through all the layers of paper. Your child 
may need scissors, or help starting the tear.

7. Unfold the paper into a cross. Decorate the cross 
with scenes from the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus, if you like.
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