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For the Home
Older Elementary

Main Idea
Martha recognized that Jesus is the Messiah.

Something to Remember
[Martha] said to [Jesus], “Yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 
one coming into the world.”
 —John 11:27

Catechism Question
Question 25. What was Jesus like?
When Jesus spoke, he spoke with God’s 
authority. When he acted, he acted with 
God’s power. The people were amazed. He 
was also gentle and loving. He cared for us 
in all our needs as a shepherd cares for the 
sheep.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

Jesus Says, “I Am the Good Shepherd.”
John 10:11–16
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In class today . . . 
 . . . we learned that Jesus said, 
“I am the good shepherd.” He 

contrasted a good shepherd with a hired hand. The 
hired hand doesn’t care about the sheep, and runs 
away when danger comes, leaving the sheep alone. 
The good shepherd, however, will lay down his own 
life for the sheep. We discussed the qualities needed 
in a good shepherd, and thought of some modern-
day heroes who put their own lives at risk for others. 

Talk with your child about . . . 
 . . . the ways you understand Jesus to be a good 
shepherd. In what ways do you feel protected and 
watched over by Jesus or God? This can be an 
abstract concept for a child to grasp, since Jesus isn’t 
physically present. How do you understand the idea 
that Jesus “lays down his life” for the sheep? 

Sheep Sock Puppet
Here’s something you and your child can do with 
one of those mysterious single socks that turn up 
after doing laundry. Use a white sock that is at least 
mid-calf length or longer. Place your hand in the 
sock with your fingers in the toe and the back of 
your hand in the heel. Push the toe end of the sock 
in between your thumb and fingers to make the 
mouth. Push as much fabric toward the back as you 
can to keep the mouth shaped correctly. This is the 
beginning of your sheep puppet. 

Decorate your sheep sock puppet any way you 
wish. Cut a ping-pong ball in half and hot-glue the 
halves to the sock to make eyes. Add yarn hair and 
eyelashes, a pink felt nose or tongue, or whatever 
you like.

Look up YouTube videos of Shari Lewis and Lamb 
Chop to watch how much emotion a puppet can 
express. Interview your child’s sheep puppet about 
what he or she learned about Jesus in the lesson 
today. Make another puppet and you and your child 
can have puppet conversations.

Sheep Treats
Whip up a tasty sheep treat for a snack. For each 
sheep you will need:

•	 1 tablespoon of Marshmallow Fluff
•	 2–3 tablespoons of crispy rice cereal
•	 4 pretzel sticks
•	 canned whipped cream or vanilla frosting 

(optional )
•	 2 raisins or small candies (optional )

Directions:
In a small bowl, mix together the Marshmallow Fluff 
and cereal. With greased hands, form the mixture 
into an oval sheep shape, and place it on waxed 
paper. Insert pretzel sticks to be the legs. If you 
like, top the sheep with canned whipped cream or 
frosting, and add raisins or candies to make eyes. 
Refrigerate the treat for a few minutes if necessary. 
Enjoy!
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