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For the Home
Younger Elementary

March 1, 2015

Jesus and the Man Who Was Blind
John 9:1–41 Main Idea

Jesus healed a man who was blind, helping 
him not only to regain his sight, but also to 
see and believe.

Something to Remember
Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and 
the one speaking with you is he.” [The man] 
said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 
[Jesus].
 —John 9:37–38

Catechism Question
Question 25. What was Jesus like?
When Jesus spoke, he spoke with God’s 
authority. When he acted, he acted with 
God’s power. The people were amazed. He 
was also gentle and loving. He cared for us 
in all our needs as a shepherd cares for the 
sheep.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

Praying Aloud
In class, during Lent, we are practicing praying 
aloud as part of a group. Does your child have 
opportunities to pray aloud at home? Look for ways 
to give him or her that chance to practice, whether 
at the dinner table, before bed, or at other family 
prayer times. Model for your child how prayers can 
be short, simple, and direct, and don’t need to have 
fancy words.

Optical Illusions
Enjoy the following optical illusions together. Do 
you see a bird or a rabbit? An old woman or a young 
woman?  Jesus did not always seem to be who the 
people expected him to be; his followers learned to 
trust in him by what 
he said and did.

Session 1

In class today . . .
. . . we learned that Jesus can do 
miracles. He restored the sight 

of a man who was born blind. We learned that the 
man was blind not because of sin, but so that God’s 
power could be shown in him. And it was! Jesus put 
mud on his eyes and told him to wash, and then he 
could see! The Pharisees did not like this, and they 
did not understand who Jesus really was, so they 
were the ones who had trouble “seeing.” 

Talk with your child about . . . 
 . . . the kinds of things we believe in, even if we 
can’t see them. Consider these: air, gravity, the 
future, places we have never seen (such as Antarctica 
or Pluto), and God. Can your child name some 
things he or she believes in without ever having seen 
them? (These might include aliens, fairies, Santa 
Claus, or the tooth fairy!) Explain that “faith” is what 
it means to believe in something you haven’t seen.

Seeing Is (not always) Believing
Try the following trick together. Use an empty paper-
towel tube or roll up a sheet of paper into a tube 
with a hole about the size of your eye. Hold the 
tube in your right hand up to your right eye, and 
look through it while keeping both eyes open. Hold 
your left hand, palm facing you, next to the tube, 
about halfway down. If you are looking through 
the tube with both eyes open, you should see what 
looks like a hole in your left hand. Have your child 
do the trick. Ask: Do you believe there is a hole 
in your hand? Explain that sometimes we have to 
trust what we know to be true, even if our eyes tell 
us something else. Ask your child: How is this like 
what the Pharisees did (or didn’t do) in the story?


