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For the Home
Older Elementary

Main Idea
Jesus modeled an open and all-embracing 
welcome.

Something to Remember
“Let the little children come to me.”
 —Mark 10:14

Catechism Question
Question 26. What did [Jesus] do during his 

life on earth?
He called disciples to follow him. He fed the 
hungry, healed the sick, blessed children, 
befriended outcasts, required people to 
repent, and forgave their sins. He taught 
people not to fear, but to trust always in God. 
He preached the good news of God’s love 
and gave everyone hope for new life.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . .
. . . we learned that children,  
in their dependence on parents, 

serve as a role model of dependence on God for 
entering God’s kingdom.

Talk with your child about . . .  
. . . the children in the story. How do you think they 
felt when the disciples turned them away? When 
Jesus welcomed them? What do you think Jesus 
might have said to them? How do you think they felt 
afterward? When have you been excluded only to be 
welcomed later?

Wonder about the Story 
Read the Bible story and name things this story 
makes you both wonder about. Suggestions: 

•	 Why were the disciples so stern? 
•	 Why did the people want Jesus to touch the 

children? 
•	 What did Jesus mean when he said that the 

kingdom of God belongs to children? 
•	 What would it be like to be blessed by Jesus?
•	 If Jesus thought children were so important, 

how come other people don’t treat them as if 
they are?

It is important to ask questions, but not necessarily 
to answer them. Many people have asked questions 
about this story over many years. 

For further discussion: Jesus must have done many 
things that are not written in the Bible, but this story 
is in the Bible three times. Why do you think people 
remembered this story? What makes it an important 
story for you?

Write or Draw Your Story 
Encourage your child to write about a situation in 
which she or he is challenged to deal with people 
who want to exclude others. Tell the story with a 

picture or a series of pictures in a cartoon format. If 
you wish, work together to write and/or illustrate 
the story. 

Talk about Feeling Welcome
Ask your child: 

•	 When have you felt especially welcome in 
church? 

•	 When have you not felt welcome? 
•	 In which parts of our church building do you 

feel most welcome? 
•	 In which programs at our church do you feel 

most welcome? 
•	 Which people make you feel especially 

welcome?

Be a Welcoming Church
Does your child have interest in serving as a greeter 
at church? Inquire at the church office to see how 
that could happen. Talk with your child about how 
the greeters at church are doing what Jesus did, 
making children and adults feel welcome.

Bless Each Other 
Each person in the family receives a blessing from 
the whole family. Have everyone say together, “God 
bless [name].”

Jesus Welcomes Children
Mark 10:13–16 
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