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For the Home
Older Elementary

March 1, 2015

Jesus and the Man Who Was Blind
John 9:1–41 Main Idea

Jesus healed a man who was blind, helping 
him not only to regain his sight, but also to 
see and believe.

Something to Remember
Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and 
the one speaking with you is he.” [The man] 
said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 
[Jesus].
 —John 9:37–38

Catechism Question
Question 25. What was Jesus like?
When Jesus spoke, he spoke with God’s 
authority. When he acted, he acted with 
God’s power. The people were amazed. He 
was also gentle and loving. He cared for us 
in all our needs as a shepherd cares for the 
sheep.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

Optical Illusions
Enjoy the following optical illusions together. Talk 
about how Jesus was not always what he seemed to 
be, and that his followers learned to trust in him by 
what he said and did.

1. Which line is longer?

2. What do you see?

3. Which dot is larger?

4. Which man is taller?

Session 1

In class today . . . 
 . . . we learned that Jesus can 
do miracles. He restored the 

sight of a man who was born blind. We learned that 
the man was blind not because of sin, but so that 
God’s power could be shown in him. And it was! 
Jesus put mud on his eyes and told him to wash, 
and then he could see! The Pharisees did not like 
this, and did not understand who Jesus really was, 
so they were the ones who had trouble “seeing.” We 
tried to understand what it means to be blind. We 
also tried to understand the different characters in 
the story and their levels of belief (or disbelief) in 
Jesus.

Talk with your child about . . . 
 . . . the things you believe about God, even though 
you might not have seen evidence of them. In  
class, your child may have heard the verse about 
faith from Hebrews 11:1. Look it up together and  
talk about faith and the conviction of things not  
seen. Remember, too, the man who said to Jesus,  
“I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24). When 
 are the times you might pray this prayer?

Seeing Is (Not Always) Believing
Ask your child to show you the visual trick with a 
rolled-up piece of paper that he or she learned in 
class. Then try another trick together. Tell your child 
to hold his or her index fingers up and point them 
at each other. Bring them close together in front of 
the eyes, but not touching. Now tell your child to 
look past the fingers and stare into the background. 
He or she should begin to see what looks like a third 
small finger floating in between the two pointer 
fingers! Have fun with this trick then talk about how 
sometimes you have to trust what you know to be 
true, even if your eyes tell you something else. 

Braille Messages
If your child brought home a Braille resource sheet, 
keep it in a safe place at home. Periodically write 
short messages to one another in Braille, and enjoy 
decoding them.

Answers: 1. they are the same, 2. vase or two faces, 3. they are the 
same, 4. they are the same.


