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For the Home
Younger Elementary

Main Idea
John baptized Jesus.

Something to Remember
“The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me.”
 —Mark 1:7

Catechism Question
Question 22. Who was sent to be the 

Messiah?
God sent Jesus to be the Messiah. Messiah 
means “anointed one.” The New Testament 
word for Messiah is Christ. Jesus is called the 
Christ, because God anointed him to be the 
Savior who would rescue us from sin and 
death.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . . 
 . . . we heard the story of John 
baptizing Jesus and created 

baptism banners. We learned how John’s preaching 
prepared the way for Jesus.

Talk with your child about . . . 
 . . . the people in your life who have helped you 
know Jesus. Share names and stories of how you 
learned about Jesus as a child, teen, or adult. Ask 
your child to remember the names of those who 
have helped him or her know about God and Jesus. 
Talk about the ways you can help others know who 
Jesus is.

Read the Bible Story
Determine a reading place in your home, and spend 
regular time reading the Bible and other books with 
your child. Find and read today’s story in a child-
friendly Bible. Wonder together about what God is 
saying to you through the story.

Turn-Around Game
This game can help your child explore the meaning 
of the word repent. It is a hybrid of “Simon Says” and 
“Mother, May I?”  

Clear a space in a room so the players can move 
freely. One person, the leader, stands in the center 
of the room. All other players line up along one 
wall. The goal of the game is to see how far players 
can move toward the opposite end of the room by 
following the instructions given by the leader. 

•	 When the leader gives an instruction preceded by 
the words “John says,” players first must turn 
around and then do whatever the instruction is.

•	 When the leader gives an instruction without 
the words “John says,” players are to do 
nothing. 

The leader calls out instructions, such as “Take two 
steps forward,” “Take two baby steps to the right,” 
or other instructions for movement. Randomly 

say, or don’t say, the phrase “John says” before 
each instruction. Allow players to respond to each 
instruction.

Make a Cross
John pointed the way to Jesus in the way he lived 
his life. Symbols are another way we point to Jesus, 
and the symbol of the cross is our most powerful 
testimony to the act of salvation given by Jesus on 
the cross. Create a cross for your family by using this 
fun project that is just right for a cold January day 
when you can’t go outside!

Materials: Old magazines, color sections of a 
newspaper (such as comics and advertisements), 
scissors, glue or glue stick, a piece of heavy paper

1. Cut out small squares from the pages of the 
magazines and newspaper. 

2. Sort the squares into piles by color.
3. Glue the color squares onto a piece of heavy 

paper, such as construction paper, in the shape 
of a cross. Be creative in making a colorful 
pattern!

4. Hang your mosaic cross in a place where 
everyone in your family will see it every day.

Baptism Memories
If your child has been baptized, share pictures and 
other mementos from that day. Talk about the day 
and how you felt.

John Baptizes Jesus 
Mark 1:1–11
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