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For the Home
Younger Elementary

Main Idea
Twelve-year-old Jesus grows into his identity 
as God’s Son.

Something to Remember
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 
parents did not know it.
 —Luke 2:43

Catechism Question
Question 24. Was Jesus just another human 

being?
No. Although he was truly human, he was 
also God with us. As someone who was truly 
human, he could share all our sorrows. Yet 
because he was truly God, he could save us 
from all our sins.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . .
. . . we learned about the time 
when Jesus was found in the 

temple by his parents when he was twelve years old. 
Jesus’ parents were quite upset that Jesus had caused 
them such worry. Jesus responded by saying, “Why 
were you searching for me? Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s house?”

Talk with your child about . . .
. . . how this story about Jesus’ childhood shows 
us that he was preparing for his life of ministry 
through diligent study. Talk about the importance of 
hard work and studies. Share examples from your 
life about times of preparation and study. Discuss 
the rewards of your effort. Read today’s Bible text 
as a family, and talk with your child about the 
importance of knowing where family members  
are. Review safety rules with your child. 

Read the Bible Story
Determine a reading place in your home, and spend 
regular time reading the Bible and other books with 
your child. Find and read today’s story in a child-
friendly Bible. Wonder together about what God is 
saying to you through the story.

Movie
The movie Home Alone (1990, PG) features a story 
about a young boy separated from his family. If 
appropriate, watch the film as a family. Pay special 
attention to the scene that depicts a conversation 
between Kevin and Old Man Marley in the church 
on Christmas Eve. Invite your child to wonder about 
the similarities between the scene and the story of 
twelve-year-old Jesus in the temple. How is Old Man 
Marley like the teachers in the temple in Luke 2? 
What counsel does Marley give Kevin?

Hide and Seek
With your family members or other friends, play this 
familiar game, with a twist. Have volunteers play 
the roles of Mary and Joseph and seek Jesus, as his 
parents did in the story. Everybody else plays the 
role of Jesus and hides somewhere. 

Mary and Joseph cover their eyes and count to 
twenty, then call out, “Jesus, where are you?” and 
begin their search. Once a “Jesus” has been found, 
he or she joins Mary and Joseph in trying to find the 
others. The game ends when all have been found. 

Pray Together
Pray the following prayer or one of your own:

Jesus went to the temple seeking you, O God. He 
found you, and he began preparing for his future. 
You were with him, keeping him safe. Keep us 
safe, O God, as we live our days. Be with people 
who are lost. May they find their way to safety.  
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

Passover in Jerusalem
Luke 2:41–52
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