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For the Home
Younger Elementary

Main Idea
The Magi sought Jesus. When they found 
him, they worshiped him and gave him gifts.

Something to Remember
“Where is the child who has been born?”
 —Matthew 2:2

Catechism Question
Question 24. Was Jesus just another human 

being?
No. Although he was truly human, he was 
also God with us. As someone who was truly 
human, he could share all our sorrows. Yet 
because he was truly God, he could save us 
from all our sins.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . . 
 . . . we studied the story of the 
Magi, who searched for Jesus, 

the king of the Jews, so they could worship him. The 
gifts that the Magi gave were gifts from the heart, 
given in worship and adoration.

Talk with your child about . . . 
 . . . the importance of giving from the heart. Identify 
meaningful gifts from the heart that you have 
received in the past and what they meant to you. 
Talk about gifts that your child has given and/or can 
give that come from the heart—such as a hug, a kiss, 
or a kind word.

Read the Bible Story
Determine a reading place in your home, and spend 
regular time reading the Bible and other books with 
your child. Find and read today’s story in a child-
friendly Bible. Wonder together about what God is 
saying to you through the story.

Family Gifts from the Heart: Time
Take turns naming things your family has done to 
put God first or show God’s love to others. Examples 
may include going to church, participating in a 
mission opportunity, or showing kindness to a senior 
adult or a new family. As each activity is named, 
affirm the gift by saying, “We have found the star!”

Repeat the process, naming things your family 
promises to do in the future to put God first. Say a 
prayer together, asking God to help you keep your 
promise and give from the heart to God.

Family Gifts from the Heart: Service
Ask each family member to trace his or her hand 
on a sheet of paper and cut out the handprint. Have 
each family member write his or her name in the 
center of the handprint. Fold all the handprints into 
small squares so they look alike, and place them in a 
bowl or basket. Invite each family member to choose 
a folded square and open it without letting anyone 

see the name on the handprint. Make sure that no 
one has his or her own name. Challenge each family 
member to secretly do something helpful this week 
for the person whose name is on the handprint. See 
who can be the most resourceful and surprising in 
his or her good deed!

Family Gifts from the Heart: Attitude
Adopt a weekly family greeting and response that 
is affirming and encouraging. Here’s one to try this 
week:

Greeting: “You are a gift from God.”
Response: “To God be the glory.”

Practice saying the greeting and response as a family 
and use it each time you encounter another member 
of your family—when you wake up, when you pass 
one another in your home, and even when you say 
goodnight. For extra fun, add a high-five as you  
say it! 

The Magi Visit Jesus
Matthew 2:1–12
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