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For the Home
Older Elementary

Main Idea
Jesus told Nicodemus, a Pharisee, about being 
born anew.

Something to Remember
“For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life.” 
 —John 3:16

Catechism Question
Question 26. What did [Jesus] do during his 

life on earth?
He called disciples to follow him. He fed the 
hungry, healed the sick, blessed children, 
befriended outcasts, required people to 
repent, and forgave their sins. He taught 
people not to fear, but to trust always in God. 
He preached the good news of God’s love 
and gave everyone hope for new life.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . .
. . . we explored what it means 
to be a new creation through 

Jesus Christ! We heard and discussed the story of 
Nicodemus. The children talked about the truth 
revealed to us through God’s Son. We also learned 
John 3:16.

Talk with your child about . . . 
. . . family heirlooms or antiques in your home. Do 
you have things that were passed to you because 
they were no longer needed by the giver? What 
about items purchased from a garage sale? Take time 
to point out any objects that have found a “new life” 
or purpose in your home. Help make the connection 
that just as these things have “new life” in your 
house, we, too, are given a new life, a new purpose 
through Jesus Christ. Talk about the new life we are 
given through the Sacrament of Baptism. Has your 
child experienced a baptism at church? Do you have 
pictures of a baptism that you can share with your 
child? Talk about what makes baptism so special.

Questions Only
Questions are an important part of Nicodemus’s 
encounter with Jesus. Have fun with questions. 
Enact scenes speaking only in questions. Possible 
scenes:

•	 Naming a pet
•	 Aliens arriving from outer space
•	 Talking dinosaurs
•	 Noah building the ark with his children

Learn a Memory Verse 
Explain to your child that John 3:16 is a well-known 
Bible verse that tells us about God’s love for us. It 
is a good one to memorize. If we ever feel sad or 
lonely, we can say this verse to others or to ourselves 
and remember God’s love for us. Look up John 3 in 
a Bible. Ask your child to read John 3:16. Learn the 
verse by heart. How can you help each other do this?

Puzzling Messages
Sometimes Jesus’ teachings can seem puzzling at 
first, but we eventually figure them out. Why not 
make your own puzzling message? Give those 
Christmas cards on the front of the fridge “new life” 
and send a friend a fun message to unscramble! 

Materials 
•	 Greeting cards 
•	 Tacky glue 
•	 Jumbo craft sticks 
•	 Scissors 
•	 Tape 
•	 Permanent marker
•	 Craft knife (for parent use only) 

Instructions 
Cut the front of the greeting card into the desired 
shape. Using the permanent marker, write your 
message on the front of the card. Lay out enough 
craft sticks to fit the card. Use tape to hold the craft 
sticks together. Spread a layer of glue over the back 
of the card. Attach the card to the craft sticks on 
the side without the tape. Wipe off any excess glue. 
Let the glue dry. Remove the tape from the back of 
the craft sticks. Cut through the card with the craft 
knife where the craft sticks meet. Put the puzzling 
message in an envelope and send. 
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