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For the Home
Older Elementary

Main Idea
One by one they followed Jesus. 

Something to Remember
“We have found the Messiah.”
 —John 1:41

Catechism Question
Question 26. What did [Jesus] do during his 

life on earth?
He called disciples to follow him. He fed the 
hungry, healed the sick, blessed children, 
befriended outcasts, required people to 
repent, and forgave their sins. He taught 
people not to fear, but to trust always in God. 
He preached the good news of God’s love 
and gave everyone hope for new life.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . .
. . . we learned about the call the 
disciples heard to follow Jesus. 

The disciples heard the call to service and began to 
follow Jesus one by one. 

Talk with your child about . . .  
. . . ways we can serve. Go through your church 
newsletter and note all the different service activities 
or outreach programs in which your church is 
involved. Ask your child to help select a service 
activity that the whole family can participate in 
during the next month. 

Domino Effect
Explain that a chain reaction is a series of events in 
which each event is the result of the one before it 
and the cause of the one following it. Set up some 
dominoes on a flat surface. Touch the first domino 
in the line and observe what happens. Explain that 
just as the dominoes toppled over one by one, the 
disciples heard the call to service and began to 
follow Jesus one by one. Invite your child to explain 
what he or she learned about a chain reaction.

Family Time
Video
Check out the video The Visual Bible: The Gospel of 
John (PG-13, 2003) from your public library and 
watch the scene that depicts the calling of the first 
disciples. Preview the video before watching with 
your child to determine its appropriateness. Talk 
with your child about how you feel called to serve 
Jesus.

The Unnamed Disciple
Point out to your child the unnamed disciple in the 
story (vv. 35, 37, and 40). Use your imaginations and 
suggest who the unnamed disciple might be. Be as 
imaginative as you want because no one is sure who 
the person was. Have fun with this.

Imagine that your child is the unnamed disciple. 
Ask:

•	 What is your name? How does it feel for Jesus 
to call your name?

•	 Jesus has come to see you. Where are you?
•	 Jesus says, “Come and see.” What is his voice 

like?
•	 You follow Jesus. What do you see?
•	 You meet others who follow Jesus. Who are 

they?
•	 What special skills do you bring to the group  

of Jesus’ followers?

Andrew, Peter, Philip, and Nathanael
John 1:35–51
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