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For the Home
Older Elementary

Main Idea
John baptized Jesus.

Something to Remember
“The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me.”
 —Mark 1:7

Catechism Question
Question 22. Who was sent to be the 

Messiah?
God sent Jesus to be the Messiah. Messiah 
means “anointed one.” The New Testament 
word for Messiah is Christ. Jesus is called the 
Christ, because God anointed him to be the 
Savior who would rescue us from sin and 
death.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . . 
 . . . we remembered that Jesus’ 
baptism was an affirmation that 

Jesus belonged to God in a special way. We talked 
about what our baptisms mean to us and what 
reminds us that we also belong to God.

Talk with your child about . . .  
. . . baptism as belonging to God. Your child can 
understand that baptism is a special way of saying 
that he or she belongs to God’s family. Children this 
age are still basically concrete thinkers and are not 
able to understand all the abstract symbolism of 
baptism. It is enough at this point for your child to 
understand that he or she belongs to God and that 
your child will  try to live as God wants him or her  
to live.

Learn about Baptism
Your child may have brought home a sheet titled 
“Learn about Baptism.” Use this sheet to talk with 
your child about his or her baptism. If your child has 
not been baptized, use the questions on the sheet to 
share about your baptism.

Talk about Preparing
Name some things for which we prepare, such as 
getting ready to go to church. Then ask your child: 

•	 What did John do to prepare people for Jesus? 
•	 How can we help to prepare people for Jesus?

Remember your Baptism
For centuries, Christians have used a shell and 
a dove as symbols for baptism. Visit a Christian 
bookstore with your child. Challenge each other 
to see how many shell and/or dove symbols you 
can find. Either purchase or make a shell or dove 
remembrance for you and your child.

John Baptizes Jesus 
Mark 1:1–11
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