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For the Home
Older Elementary

Main Idea
Twelve-year-old Jesus grows into his identity 
as God’s Son.

Something to Remember
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 
parents did not know it.
 —Luke 2:43

Catechism Question
Question 24. Was Jesus just another human 

being?
No. Although he was truly human, he was 
also God with us. As someone who was truly 
human, he could share all our sorrows. Yet 
because he was truly God, he could save us 
from all our sins.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

In class today . . .
. . . we related to young Jesus 
and his parents. We began to 

recognize in ourselves clues to our own abilities to 
listen to leaders and ask questions about spiritual 
things.

Talk with your child about . . .  
 . . . yourself as a child. When did you fail to tell 
those in charge of your care where you were going? 
What happened? When were you separated from 
others in your group? How did you react? Now 
think of yourself as an adult who is responsible for 
one or more children and ask yourself the same 
questions. How do your experiences relate to those 
in the story?

Write a Letter to God 
Talk with your child about questions she or he has 
about God and Jesus. Reassure your child that adults 
also have questions about God; it is not wrong to 
seek answers, as Jesus did. Write a letter to God. Ask 
God questions your child has been wondering.

Suggest that your child read the letter to your pastor. 
He or she would be happy to try to answer your 
child’s questions.

Photos
Create a small display of items that relate to your 
family, such as  baby photos or mementos from 
family trips. How do your family members feel 
when they see the baby photos of others in their 
family? How do they feel about their own baby 
photos? Talk about ways all family members have 
changed since they were babies.

Invite family members to take turns jumping up 
from the floor and naming one way that they have 
grown or changed.

Offer Encouragement
Tell your child: “You are special to God and to me. 
Remember that Jesus was also a child who had 
questions.”

Passover in Jerusalem
Luke 2:41–52
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