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For the Home
Older Elementary

In class today . . .
. . . we studied the last five 
verses of the Gospel of 

Matthew, which is a passage often called the Great 
Commission. In this passage, set just before Jesus 
leaves his disciples for the last time, Jesus instructs 
them to go out and make disciples of all people. The 
passage ends with the promise that Jesus will be 
with them always.

Talk with your child about . . . 
. . . what you remember learning about Jesus when 
you were his or her age.

Faith Interview
Choose a person whom you and/or 
your child admire for his or her faith. 
Ask the person if you may interview 
him or her. Determine a list of 

interview questions. Some questions may include: 

  Who was a faith role model to you? How was 
that person a role model?

  Who taught you stories about Jesus?
  What is one of your favorite stories about Jesus 

or one of your favorite verses from the Bible?

Remembering Your Baptism
If your child has been baptized, tell 
him or her the story of his or her 
baptism. If you have photographs 
or mementos from the baptism, take 
them out and share them with your 

child. Tell your child that baptism is the visible sign 
of an invisible reality. Water (the visible sign) is used 
to show that God claims us as God’s very own (the 
invisible reality) in the waters of baptism.

Have your child create a memory book about his 
or her baptism. Have your child write down stories 
that you or others who were present at his or her 
baptism share. Add photos, if you have some, or 

have your child draw a picture of what he or she 
imagines happened. If you have family traditions or 
special items, such as a baptismal gown or a Bible, 
show your child and include a picture or story in the 
memory book.

Computer Corner: Presbyterians 
in Mission
Jesus said to go and make 
disciples of all nations. 
Presbyterians have been sharing 
the good news of Jesus Christ 

around the world for many, many years. Go to the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) world mission website 
at pcusa.org/worldwide and find the people who 
serve as mission personnel in different countries 
around the world.

• Count how many countries in which the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has people 
serving in mission.

• Choose a country and see what you can find 
out about that place and the people serving 
there.
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Something to Remember
“Go . . . and make disciples of all nations.” 
 —Matthew 28:19

Catechism Connection
Question 35. What is the church?
We are the church: the people who believe 
the good news about Jesus, who are 
baptized, and who share in the Lord’s Supper. 
Through these means of grace, the Spirit 
renews us so that we may serve God in love.
 —Belonging to God: A First Catechism

Main Idea
Jesus promised to be with us.

Great Commission
Matthew 28:16  –20




